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• The thesis addresses the development of the Salafi-jihadism ideology. 
Initially, we track the development of the ideology through 
highlighting the contribution that each of the main Salafi-jihadist 
theorists has made. Afterward, the discussion focuses on ISIS’s 
“contribution” to the development of a new era in the history of Salafi-
jihadism.
• This study is important because understanding the evolution of the 
ideology will help the Coalition fighting ISIS to conceptualize its 
ideology, and also enables the Coalition to make accurate estimates 
about the future trends of the ideology. 
• Although ISIS has attempted to leave significant marks (such as 
sectarianism), we believe that the establishment of the Islamic 
caliphate is the only lasting impact that ISIS will leave onto the Salafi-
jihadism ideology. 
Wahhabism depicted in relation to Salafism and Islam
TO WHAT EXTENT DOES ISIS MARK A 
NEW STAGE IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF 
SALAFI-JIHADISM?  
Results
• This study concludes that there are three significant differences that 
ISIS introduced in the Salafi-jihadism arena: 
1. Sectarianism and the mass application of takfir to excommunicate 
Muslims. 
2. The establishment of the caliphate.
3. Propaganda campaign and the professional use of media.
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Research design
• Main hypothesis: ISIS marks a new stage in the 
development of Salafi-jihadism.
• Method/approach: The thesis utilizes qualitative data 
to analyze the research question. The primary source of 
information are the relevant literature, such as books and 
subject matter expert articles, both in English and Arabic. 
Moreover, public documents, statements, or even videos 
of ISIS and other Salafi-jihadist groups are examined in 
order to better understand the evolution of Salafi-
jihadism ideology. Interviews that the authors conducted 
with Jordanian officials from Jordanian Armed Forces 
(JAF) are another important source of information. ISIS-controlled territories (as of May 2017) 
• Understanding the root motivations, ideas, and the 
transformation of Salafi-jihadism enables us to 
make accurate estimates about the future trends of 
the ideology. 
